]?()                  OUR KVOLVINO CIVUJ'/ATION
and eastern Teutonic, Finally, on the inner eastern side of all our
culture -/ones we have a vast body of tubes who wore the ancestors of the
Slav peoples. In the present section I wish to point out what was the
destiny of these barbaric folk. Some rose to such power that they
dominated more than a continent. Some flourished for a few centuries,
and then vanished. Others left little more than a name in local history.
About 500 B.C., as mentioned earlier, the Latin tribe at Rome was
of very little importance; inul was macly one of luminous groups
speaking "KM Aryan, of whom there weie many in the y,onc extending
from Hilly to Ireland. Anwntf these were the Cauls under Brciuws, who
attacked Rome in 390 B.C. Almost certainly by this time some of these
tribes had eoloni/.ed Ireland and probably much of Kngland, though
this latter point is debated by some writers, I'Yom place-names, we know
that these Ooidelie folk occupied western France, where the Scc|nani
were a well-known tribe of this HOW.
Linguistic and cultural allies lay to the east in the shape of the
Brvf lions and other speakers of *T" Aryan. Thev reached Midland about
300 B,C. Hy the Romans all these folk were labelled Keltaer and they
naturally formed the tribes against whom the Roman Umpire pressed
as it expanded to the north-west. The Brytlionic Keltne of ('Vance had
many kindred tribes in the eastern part of Britain who were the domi-
nant people from about 300 B.C. until the Roman Conquest about AJD.
40, ft should never be forgotten that there was no "Midland" until the
invasions by Angles and Saxons during the sixth century AJ). Before
that Britain was part of Wales, for the. natives of Britain during the
Roman occupation (which lasted till the legions \vere recalled about
AJX 400) spoke Welsh, and had never heard a word of Knglislh So
also during the fifth century (of which we know so little) the defence
of Britain by the rather umnilitant population tinder Arthur and other
loaders was undertaken by a culture-group who may fairly be termed
Welsh.
Let us now consider the national destiny of these two groups of
Keltac (Goiclels and Brythons), The whole of their continental
territory was overrun by the Roman armies under Marms, Caesar, and
other generals. They were accepted Inter us full citizens of the all-
powerful Roman Empire, with the result that their specific culture
almost vanished* Only in Brittany was it preserved to a considerable
degree, remaining more or less distinct from that of the Romans, and